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Unbiased Facts for Accurate Understanding

— An Analysis of Japanese High School Civics
“Public” Textbooks on Government Finance —

Reiko GOTOH
Ibaraki University

Abstract

This paper clarifies whether high school civics “public” textbooks provide unbiased facts that
promote an accurate understanding of government finance. The analysis of the content of the
textbooks found an average number of errors was approximately 0.7 per page. The most frequent
errors were “incorrect definitions of government, government budget, and government financial
resources,” followed by “the incorrect explanation on reasons of issuing public bonds, sources of
repayment of public bonds, and functions of public bonds.” Numerous textbooks warned of a fiscal
crisis based on erroneous explanations such as “public finances are run only by taxes and
government bonds” and “the main source of repayment of public bonds is taxes.” Additionally, many
textbooks described the government budget as only the central government’s initial general account
budget, preventing even a basic understanding of government finance. Eliminating errors is crucial
to ensure students have accurate understanding government finances based on unbiased facts.
Future research into why textbook errors have been left under Japanese textbook screening system

would enrich this study.

Keywords: high school, civics, public, textbook, government finance,

Japanese textbook screening system






